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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 164798 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SCUL 

SUBJECT: US BICENTENNIAL 

REE: A. CANBERRA 4378 
B. SYDNEY 1398 

1 . VICE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE INEORMS DEPARTMENT THAT PRIME 
MINISTER WHITLAM MENTIONED IDEA DURING THEIR MAY 7 MEETING 
OF ARRANGING AN INVITATION FOR A BICENTENNIAL VISIT TO 
AUSTRALIA. VICE PRESIDENT MADE POLITE REPLY BUT CLEARLY 
MADE NO, REPEAT, NO COMMITMENT TO ACCEPT INVITATION. 

2. DEPARTMENT SUGGESTS INFORMAL CONTACT WITH PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE TO CLARIFY THAT BECAUSE OE POSSIBILITY 
OF CONFLICTING COMMITMENTS THE VICE PRESIDENT IS UNABLE 
TO MAKE A EIRM ACCEPTANCE AT THIS TIME. IN MEANTIME, 

SUGGEST THAT ANY PUBLIC COMMENT BE AVOIDED. INGERSOLL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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